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"Prov: 29. 2. When * R S bteous are-in Hil brit 
. rite; but when the N ele rule the People mann, 
IIa: 9. 16. For the leaders of this een, LS, 
* that are led of them, are deſtroyed. 8 8 5 
Exe. 13. 4 Prophets. are lite the Foxes the Det 
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Aa heayed by none, who conſider the many expreſs Com- 


; Inſpired Saints, and the whole Church of God Solemnizing 1 
22 them; the Scripture plain Directions given to regulat us in . 
| and rectiſie our abuſes of them; and in fine; the many 


_* Preſervation of Niniveh, thePreſervation of t 
il detivererice in deep Diſtreſs, when at the very brink of 


of the whole Church, and i in Hezikizhs time, wh 


* of Succeſs, that he defyed them and their God bo 5 
Vas triumphing before the Victory; and ſo in many more: 


gational, Domeſtick, and Perfonal- Cle, is 0 palpably Ins - 
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A Short bor Plain Diſcovery to m the 
due Right of Deſcribing and Appoint- | 
ae. 8 g of Faſts doth belong, &c. 


HAT Faſts ace Lawful, and a Solemn peice of Extec! A 
nal Religious Worſhip,” when Righteoufly and Re- 
ligiouſly Diſcharged, will / we-humbly conceive) 


'} 


mands enjoining them, the Practice of the moſt Eminent, yea 


„Witneſs the; 


notable effects that have followed upon thew 
E Church be 


Ruin, as in Eſther's time, when the Knife was at the Throat 


ih was Invading them, & fo big with Hope, & fo 


And that this is a time of Mourning, Deep kun lingen 
low in the Duſt, a Day for Rulers, Miniſters, 
| le, to afflict their Souls „ bor National 

Juilt ns that the Land was never throughly 
"convinced off, Humbled for, nor Purged from; for Congre- | 


Hen on God's preſent Dealings towards us, and our own 1 
iſerable = 4H <7 that whoever is not wilfully 
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Blind, may 1 tee;yea,he . runs may Read it, and lat = + » 


yet for our Right Obſervation of Faſts and Humiliation, we 


ſerve ſuch and ſuch a Faſt, otherways it will be but a meer 
_ mocking of God, and adding to former Guilt : The Call _ 


raulds, Nuntios, Watchmen, and Ambaſſadors: The Ground © 
it is not every Emergent, every Defeat or Diſappointment 


Ad of Superior, howſoever Sacred it he pretended by ſome, = 
and however neceſſary and ſea ſonable it may ſeem to te 
| _ greateſt part, that will ip/o facto be a ſufficient call ta. a 


from Court of a Solemn Faſt appointed to be keept throgh. +... 


and Proteſt againſt it; and that for theſe Reaſons following. 272M 


ſhall impartially and unbyaſſedly weigh the Sequel. 
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there are fo few thus exerciſed and affected with theſe thing * = 
is matter of heavie Lamentation. 'But tho all this be rrurh? 1 Z 
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muft be clear in the Call to, and Grounds for which we hb.. 


. 4 .£Y 
, Ar, by « 1 


moſt be from God, tho the immediat Æxtraordinary Call by 
his Prophets be now ceaſſed, yet he ſtill calls mediatly by 
his Servants, the Miniſters of the Goſpel who are his He- 


&Cauſes of aFaſt moſt bePlain lawful,Sutable & Seaſonable; 


that is furthwith a ſufficient Ground of Faſting, nor every 


hurch for Solemnizing a Faſt. - „„ 


And therefore, we being alarmed with an unlawful found 


* 


out the Three Kingdoms, on ¶Hedneſday the 14th day of 


£2 
January, and thereby much amazed, ſurprized, and re? 3 
dated to a difficult Criſis, do Declare, ( after Pains taken 
for Light and Information, and finding none but what is 
the Subject of this Paper) That we cannot in Conſcience, + Y 
(the Peace whereof is dearerto us than a World Y Join in le 
Obſervation thereof, hut do wholly Declare in dur Name, 


and in the Name of all that ſhall adhere to us, Deſent from. 1 
£ 
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1. Becauſe it is appointed in an Illegal manner,” 3 
2. Becauſe it is upon an Unlawful Account. 7% nn. 
Both which we doubt not to make evident, to any who _ + 


"Sas * , *4 8 5 1 4 
* Fr, o * 


* 
bl 8 R I D * 2 4 a, M . % b 
: A — . * * 
a 0 . gy of g * „ x ** 
* 5 iN * 11 „ A 1 1 CS. 
. m_ — 4 i 8 * 12 15 
_ N „ 1 1 — "s ** cy - * * La - 
5 — : * * FS, * Ss 7 eg : 
, a7 . 1 
_— 'p 4 * 
4 : l of 
| 8 — 
* * * 


" 
N 

e . 

- * a 
* 
. 

7 * ” 
. on 
5 % 

. 4 Soo — 4 
% . 
* - , a 


* 
4 


* 


1 Then it is appointed in ae manner, By illegal we do 
againſt the Laws of Men; But that which is contra ry to, and 
Wants Warrant from the Word of GOD, for whatever pre- 
ended Legallity there may be in the Laws of Men, yet if there 
actings be contrary to the Law of GOD, they are illegal and 
not in the leaſt Obligatory, ſceing we are to walk by and 
conform to the Law and to the Teftimony. _ 3 
2 We liſtinguiſſh here betwixt Appointment and Sanction, The 
| g - 
Countenancing of, and adding Force, to the Churches AQ 
by his Coercive Power for the better Obſervation thereof, u- 
298 Application made unto him; we hold not only lawful, 
but very expedient for, and conducive to, as all others of the 


to give; yet we do not hold it abſolutely neceſſary, as that 


if Magiltrats have the Power of Injoyning ſuch a Day, u- 
pon ſuch and ſuch Grounds to be ſet apart for Solemn Falt- 
Ing and Humiliation,prior to aConſultatioa with theChurch, 


and afirm it to belong only to the Church, and to be the 


able to, founded on, and Warranted by the Scriptures. 

_ . Erft, Then our 1jt. Argument is from the expreſs Teſti- 

mony of Scripture Joel 1; 14: Santfifie ye a Faſt, call a Solemn 

Aſſembly, gather the Elders and all the Inhabitants of the Land 

into the Floaſe of the LORD. 2: 15: Aud cry unto the LORD, 

Low the Trumpet in Jon, ſauctiſie 4 Fail, call a Solemn Aſſembly. 
| | 16; Gather 


not here mean, that which is without any ſhadow of Law, or 


Civil Sanction, which is the Magiſtrats concurring with, 


Churches Acts. So to the more Solemn Obſervation of | 
Faſting,and this the Magiſtrat, e. of his Office ougit 


without the Civil Sanction, the Church could not both ap- 
Point and obſerve a Faſt; But the Civil appointing ze, That 


much more without the leaſt acquainting the Church there- 
with, or ſeeking their Advice therein. We abſolutly deny 


prerogative thereof, which we ſhall clear from the Scriptures, 
Principles, and Practiſes of this our National Church agree- 


. 


—_— — 


— 3 


| = 36: Gather the People, 1 1 r Aſſemble the . 8 
Elders, &c. Whence we form our Argument thus, That 
ad which belonged only to the Church under the Old Teſta- 
| ment, belongs only to her under the New, except in things 8 
Tere monial and extraordinary, which are now abolſhed © 42 
| and ceaſe: But the appointing of Faſts, was the Churches 
Prerogative, only under the old, Ergo, Alſo under the New Te- 
ſtament, the Major is clear; Otherways ye mult ſay, That 
the Church under the Old Teſtament was Specifically differ- 
ent from the Church under the New, eſpecially as to its 
Power, Perogatives and Priviledges; whereas the Civil and 
Eccleſiaſtick Power, were then diſtinct as well as now, Which 
is ſo clearly and convincingly Demonſtrated already by ſe- 
veral Pens, that it were needleſs here to adduce it, and fr- 
TE perfluous to add more; Nay, how great an Impachment _ 
 #_ wereitto the Wiſdom, Care and Conduct of the All-wiſe 
600, to think or ſay either that he had not, or at beſt bt 
an imperſectly Conſtituted Church. Seeing then that the 
Church Officers under the Old Teſtament, had the Govern- 
ment of the Church and Church Affairs; And this Govern- 
ment being of Divine Inſtitution is Inſeparable from the 
Church, being neither amongſt the extraordinary. nor Ce- 
remonial Things, that in fulneſs of time were to ceaſe and 
be aboliſhed. It plainly follows then, That what then 
|  belong'd to Miniſters, doth alſo now helong to them: 


But 
„the Minor is, that which will be molt called in Queſtion, 
- {f tho? without any Ground for the above cited Scriptures, to 
gm with the Context, upon which this Propoſition is 
. ounded; make it as clear as Noon-day, The Words are, San- 
7 | ctiſie ye a Faſt, where we have a Faſt called to by GOD, the Call 
4 ps given to the Prieſts as GOD's Internuntio's with the Peo- 
, le, who are commanded to Preſcrib, appoint, or as in the 
Y. ext, Sanctiſie a public National Faſt, That the command is - 
r „ Wo ; given ' 
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88 87 
given to the Prieſts i. e. The Eccleſiaſtick Power is molt clear 
tor the whole Context is of them ; If it be objected, Sancti. 
© fie 4 Faft, is not here to be underſtood of Preſcribing or ap- 
pointing, but Solemniziation and Obſervation of the Faſt for 
the word in the . agus is the ſame with that in the Fourth + 
Command Leladdeſbo toSanctifie it or keep it Holy which is 
mea ned of the Obſervation and Celebration of the Sabbath 
and not appointing it, for that is done exprefly by God both 
as to the time when, and manner how we are to ſanctifie it. 
I ᷑0o this Ianſwer, firſt, The words following are Exegitical 
$ of the Phraſe, For it is ſaid Sanctifie ye a Faſt, call a Solemn 
YH Aſſembly: Where Sanctifying is plainly to be meant of an 
"I Act previous to that of calling, it is not faid, Call 4 Solemn 1 T 
Aſſembly, ſanctiſie a Faſt, which would certainly have been 
done. If Sanctifying had been taken there tor performing 
of the Duties of the day, Bat Saxttifie a Faſt, cal 2 
Solemn Aſſembly, which is according to the Current of Inter- 
preters, the Prieſts and Miniſters of the Lord, ſet a part a 
day or moe days, appoint a time publickly and proclaim it, 
That every one may know, they are reſtrained from common 


— A 


3 


B dayly work, and that they are commanded to come toge- 
ther Solemnly to ſeek the Lord, to Weep, Mourn La- 


ment, and Howl as their Exerciſe, which afterward follows. 
« 2aly. Beſides that words are not to be too much ſtraĩtned in 
themſelves, but to take an oppoſit ſignification, accordingto the 
ſcop of the Text, ſince many words in the Original ſignifie 
not only different, but Diametrically Oppoſit things as Ba- 
rach ſignifies both to Bleſs and Curſe, according to the Senſe 
of that place; So that it hath no weight at all to argue from 
the Signification of the word of the 4% Command to it's 
Signification in this place. Beſides this, I ſay, that the niceſt 
13 ofCriticks and the moſt intimatly acquainted with theSacred 
languages, Obſerve, That this Verb in Pihe!, when — 15 


TL 


the Faſt, but the Prieſts and Elders i, e, Rulers conjunctly: 


the Prieſts, and gather the Elders and the People, which is not, 
' LORD to Celebrat and Solemnize the Faft.. 


\ 2 A 2d. Argument as the other was taken from the Ec- 
4 Cclefialtick power ; So this ſhall be taken from their Office, - 
thus it may be formed, thoſe it is to appoint Faſts, —＋ are 
ſet ly GOD as W atch-men to foreſee Wrath, to obſerve the preſages 


aud cauſes thereof to alarm and awaken the People thereupon, who 


have ran, God,for revealing his Secrets unto them, thut thty 


may carry his M Ind aud Meſſage to his People, who erefer pon > 
' Watch Tower, and muſt not hold their Peace day nor night bun muſt =: 
1 ſet the Trumpet to their Mouth, to cry aloud dr not + ſpare : : at 
ſuch are Miniſters only. Ergo, To them only it belongs 533 
1 appoint Faſts : The Major is clear, for no ether hath either 5 


the Power given them, or Qualifications required in 


or promiſe of the Light, Directions, and Þecial Guidance bf 


the Spirit made unto them; and how can eithet the Time 


or Seaſon, the Grounds or Reaſons of a Faſt (for as I ſaid 8 


before )it is not every ſpecious ſplended pretenee, that Will be 
found a juſt cauſe or warrantable Ground of faſting, to be ex- 
actly known and condeſcended upon, but SS e who are 


inſtal'd in this, as a great yet proper part their Work, tlie 
Minor is clear from Exel: 3: 17: Con of Man, I have mage 
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4 Na of War or Faſting, W nig to MERE or proclaim; vide 


1 -.. Baxtorfci Lexicon invocem Kadaſh: Perhaps it may be al- 
| I: -ſoObjected, That it is not the Prieſts only that are to appoint 


But this is manifeſtly falſe, for there is no ſuch thing ſaid in 


the Text. Nay the quite contrary doth evidently appear, 
ſeeing that Priefts and Elders, i, e. the Church antl State, 


are contrary diſtinguiſhed from and oppolit to one another, | 
The Words are not, the Prieſts and Elders Sanctiſie a Faſt, Nc. bat | 


4 and gather them to indi, but Conveen them wntotheHouſe of the : 
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[48 
word at wy mouth, and give them warning from me, &c. And Ez: . 
from the 11t, verſe to the 17, which 1s a pregnant proof of 
the point: And Amos 3: 7: Sure the Lord will do nothing, but he 
 Rewvealeth his ſecrets unto his Servants the Prophets, Iſa: 62:6: I 
Jade ſet Watch-mea upon thy walls O Jeruſalem, which ſhall at ver 
hold their Peace day nor nig ht: ye that make meutio of the name 
of the Lord, keep not ſilence. EE IR (( 
It is objected againſt what hath been faid, That Kings in 
Scripture have appointed Faſts, Ergo, Rings or Queens may 
alſo now appoint Faſt s, 1 „„ 
To this I Anſwer, firſt, We Read only of one King, to wit 
Jehoſhaphat who appointed a Faſt, 2 Chron: 20; from the 1: 
the 5: And every one well knows, that Maxim in arguing, 

4 particulari ad univerſale non valet e- becauſe one 
King did once appoint a Faſt, therefore all Kings may; is 
a wide conſequence. 24!y, I ſay he ated in this Caſe, now 

ordinario, fed extraordinario.modo. as a Prophet and not as the 

Civil Magiſtrat, whichthe good Kings of Judah and Iſrael 
frequently did, as Solomon, Fexekiab, and others: This di- 
ſtinction being, ſo neceſſary, that without it, we can never 
fully clear, nor ſatisfyingly Anſwer the Scripture alledged 

by Ezaftus and his Crue, to prove the Magiſtratical Power, 

in the Diſpenſation of Church Ordinances, that Jehoſhaphat _ 
acted as a Prophet (not ſtrictly taken, for foretelling, what | 
was to come, which was one; and that a great part of their | 
Office; but largely for inſtructing, praying with and for | 
thePeople,by being their MouthuntoGod)is clear from thecon |] 
ſideration of hisPoſture,which was publick before all the Con- 
gregation, the place was before the new Court in the Temple: 

Of his Exerciſe, he prayed, and that moſt ſolemnly in name | 

of the whole. Congregation : He Taught and Exhorted the . ; 

People: 20 verſe. He directed and ordered the Singers. v:21 
In all which he was approven, fignally owned and gra- 


1 


ciqully Anſwered by God. = 5 
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1 Ik it be ſaid Ezra Ds. Fa Ezra 8: 21: Ergo, The 
. Magittrat may appoint a Faſt. I Anfwer by denying the 
| conſequence; For firſt, Ezra was not the Tirſhatha the Civil 
Ruler but a Prieſt. 7: 1: of Seratah the High Prieft. Ezra 7; 11 
12: The Son at lcaſt the Grand-ſon, Ezra 7: f: 2 Rings 25 
18: and that he was here Divinely inſpired, none who ac- 
knowledge Divine Revelation will deny. . 
1 n not granting, that he were the Supreme Ma- 
* | ack : ThisMiliats nothing againſt what hath been ſaid, 
for it is well diſtinguiſhed betwixt a broken and conſtitute 
State of the ö and to argue from the one to the other, 
zs no ways valid; We willingly grant ſome power to the _ 
| Magiftrat, with reſpect to Eccleſiaſtick Affairs, in a broken 
State of the Church as this was, that in a conſtię State, 
|| whea ſhe enjoys her Liberties, and free Exerciſe Mer Ju- 
| dicatories, we deny to be compatible to him, © _ 
| T hear ſome fay, Are not Rings Narfſing Fathers,and Queens 
Nurſing Mothers to the Church, Why will ye not then grant 
them power to do that which is for the good of the Church, 
as appointing of Faſts ? I Anſwer, This is a gracious Pro- 
Miſe of God, that they ſhould be ſo; and it is a great Bleſ- 
1 fing to the Church when they are fo, and they are Bound 
| in Duty to be ſo: But alas! do not we ſee them frequently 
I inſtead of being * Fathers Cruel, and inhumane 
| Tygers and Tyrants, deſtroying the Church, inſtead of pro- 
tecting, perſecuting the Church. But let me ask again, What 
is it to be Nurſing Fathers? can they not be ſuch, unleſs 
they take upon them the Power of the Word, as well as of 
the Sword,wherewith God never inveſted them: I fay they 
| are Nurſing Fathers unto the Church, when they take carg 
e | that all things be done in it according to the Word of God, 
Ee that is to be reformed, when corrupt, and protected and de- 
1 tended when reformed, that _ ies be ſuppreſt and Coer- 
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five power,added to the Cannons and Conſtitutions of the 
Church, for the better Obſervation and Execution thereof ; 
and in a Word, in being cuſtos utriaſque tabuls Legis: Sg 
that T think by this time, any who is not wilfully Blind { 


will ſee it prett 5 plain to be contrary to the Scriptures, that 


the Magiſtrat ſhould arrogat to himſelf the power of ap- 


pointing Faſts, which vw as the firſt thing t to Demonſir at it's 
being unlaw ful. 3 


2 So we come to the ſecond thing to demonſtrat its illegal- 


lity; and that is, Its being contrary to the Principles and 
practiſe of our C hurch, and that in her pureſt times the Na- 
tional Church ot &. ated hath been fo wiſe in the Seceſſion 1 
rom the 'Romiſb See, as keeping by the Word of 


God, the only Standard and Authentick Patron of Truth to 


Mee ir both the Sl of Popiſh Uſurpation of a Tempor- 
al Dom gion to the Church, Exaltation of the Church and 4 
| Clergy above, and exemption of them from all Subjection co | 

the ( Avil Power » And the CHarib dis of Errußious Eraſlians to 
Lodge theEcclefialtickOitice and Power in tlie Magiſtrat, and 
to clevat him above the Church, and hath complyed with 
and copied alter ourSaviours expreſs Command, o give to Ce- 


far what is Cæſar's, and to God what is Gods making with the 
Word of God a real difference and Diſtinction, betwixt tlie 


Civil and Eccleſiaſtick Government; So that what belongs | 


to the one, is not compatible to the other; This then 
been laid down, That there is a Two fold Government in 
the World diſt inct from and Independent of each other, To 
wit, That of the Church and that of the State, and that e- 


very dne of them have their proper Sphere to move in, Rules 
to walk by, and Limits to contain themſelves within, which 


hath been convineingle Demonſtratetl by many: See Lex, 


Rex for al; Fhen r cvidentiy follows,” that if the 'Chorch 
HbouldexceedherBoupds & Det <ioilne Matters Purdlycivil 
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to the Miniſtry, as to the 


2 
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P. it wereObligatory upon none, being « non habentibus Poteſtatem 


So when the ED decides , determines, or enjoins 


things purely Eccleſiaſtick, he exceeds his Sphere, in- 
croaches upon the Priviledges, and Prerogatives of the 


Church (and his Acting, ſp can oblige none) Wreſts by de- 
grees the Power out of their hands which done corruit Eccle- 


ſia and ſo Chriſt's Inſtitutionſto wit a Goſpel Miniſtry)falls to 
ground; To determine then in this caſe requires an innu- 
meration of things proper ta the Magiſtrat, to condeſcend 
upon all the particulars hereof, would not only be an at- 


rempting to do what I am not capable of, but perhaps not 
ſafe to condeſcend upon; I ſhall therefore content my felf 


to glance at ſome of theſe things, which are indiſputably 
compatible only n ſome of theſe that are 


good and ſafety of their Subjects, the wageing juſt and ne- 


ceſſary War, and Levying Men and Money to ſerve in, 
and carry on the ſame, the defending the Church in her Li- 


berties, the preſerving and maintaining Her in Peace and 


Unity, the ſurpreſſing Blaſphemy, Hereſy, Idolatry and in 
Superſtition, the preventing and reforming all Corruptions - 


or Abuſes in Worſhip, Diſcipline, and Government in fine, 
to take care, that all Divine Inſtitutions be fitly ordered, 


Adminiſtred and obſerved, ſee the old Confeſſion of Faith, 
Chap. 1 and 10, and the Meſtminſters Confeſſion Chap. 25. 
To the Miniſtry, and to them my Gp the Preaching 


of the Word, Adminiſtration of the Sacraments, and the 


Power of the Kyes : But theQueſtion will be, whether tlie 
| N ; which are 
proper to the Magiſtrat only, or among theſe things, which 
belong to the — only. » ln Anſwer, to. which L 


appointing of Faſts be among theſe ow” + 


_ | bY. » 


agiſtrat, undoubtedly belongs _ - 
the Legiſlative and Executive Power, the conſulting the 


4 12 5 
May, there is but ane of Three can be aſſerted, to wit, either 
it ſolely belongs to the Magiſtrat, or ſolely to the Church, 
or to both Acting conjunaly, that it belongs ſolely to the 
Magiſtrat is already demonſtrate to be contrary to the 
Scripture ; Its no leſs contrary to Reaſon, for who can ima- |} 
gine, that if this were the Magiſtrats prerogative, he 
would ever have recided therefrom, as ſhall be /clearcd af 
terwards by adducing many inſtances of Fafts appointed 
without him, to wit, to invade Infrin ze, and to encroach 
upon the Church Prerogatives, nay, the contrary of this is 
too frequently incident to the Magiſtrat, if it be compatible 
to them acting conjunctly then without the conſent and 
cConcurrence of both, no Faſt could be appointed, which yet 
is manifaſtly falls, yea, how difficult would the way of 
appointing Faſts be when frequently the Sentiments of 
Church and State are fo vaſtly different from, and direct- 
| by contrary to one another; Nay, hence I would have a 
rong Argument, for if it be in the Power of them both 
conjunctly, then the ſtate without the Church, cannot ap- 
point a Faſt, which notwithſtanding was done in this, it 
remains therefore that the Power be ſolely in the Church, 
vhich is according to Scripture, which hath been already 
proven, and to the practiſe of this Church in her pureſt 
times, which we ſhall prove by a number of inſtances, 
Acts and Records of our Church. 

The General Aſſembly met at Edinburgh the firſt of April 
1577, appointed a Faſt to be kept univerſally through all 
the Kirks of the Realm, to continue betwixt the one Lords 
Day and the other with the Exerciſe of Preaching according 
to the accuſtomed. order, the cauſes are alſo by themſelves 
ſpecified : See Calderwoods Hiſtory of the Church of Scus land. 
page 71, The General Aſſembly met at Edinburgh April 24, 
1578, appointed a Faſt to begin the firſt Lords 1 
ay 


(ling contrary (N: B:) to the well Warranted Priviledges & 


: It - > 
Day of June, and continue till the next Lords Day, with the ac- 
cuſtomed exerciſe according to the Book of Faſts, the cauſes 
are alſo by them drawn up, fee Cal: Hiſtory page 8 1. The Ge- 


neral Aſſembly in the year 1642, Ordained a Solemn Faſt to 
be kept throughout the whole Kingdom, and ſpecified the 
Qauſes thereof, as that Act at length bears, Entituled, An 
Act for remembring in the publick Prayers, the deſire of 
the Aſſembly to the King and Parliament, and indication of 
a publick Faſt, the General Aſſembly met at Edinburgh, 


anno 1644, Seſ. 6. Appointed a Faſt, as the Act at more 
length bears, Entituled an Indication of a Faſt, The Gene- 


ral Aſſembly aun 1645 S/, 14. Appointed a Faſt as the Act 


bears,Entituled an Indication of aFaſt;The GeneralAſſembly 


Seſ.ult:anno 1643, Appointed a Faſt and Thanſgiving, The 


General Aſſembly, azo 1648, Appointed a Faſt Seſſ. 40. 5 


And drew up the Cauſes thereof as the Act bears, Entituled 

. Indication of a Faſt, The General Aſſembly Nor ember 12. 
ano 1690. Appointed a Faſt, as the Act at length bears, 
Entituled, An Act anent a Solemn National Fait and Hu- 

miliation with the Cauſes thereof, and the Commiſhoners 

for Viſitation, were appointed to apply to the Council for 


their Civil Sanction thereto, for the better obſervation 


thereof, for this alſo we have a clear and conjunct Teſtimo- 
mony of ſeveral very Eminent Miniſters and Learned Di- 
vines given azo 1659, The Words are theſe; We do pro- 


« feſs our Diſatisfaction, that the CivilPower fhould take upon 
them by themſelves, ordinarly to preſcribe publick Humilia- 
© tion, and Thanksgiving with the cauſes and Dyets there- 
© of, to all the Miniſters and Members of this Church, as be- 


© conſtant practiſe of the Church it ſelf, and in its own: Nature | 


Introductory to greater Incroachments, and putting into 


9 


the 


. 


) 


© the Hands of the Civil Power, Mole ing of the publick Worſliip of 
600, and things molt properly Eccleſiaſtick, thus far, as it is in their 
© Teſtimony, Intituled, The Teſtimony of the Miniſters underſubſeribing, 
unto the Doctrine, Worſhip, Diſcipline, and Government of the Church of 
Scotland &c. Subſcribe 3,07 cher 1658, by Mr. Sam:Rutherfuord,NMr.Ja: c- 
© therbura, Mr. Jo: Crookfhanks, Mr. Fa: Guthrie, Mr. Alex. Afoncoricf, Mr. 
Jo: Murray, Mr. Robert Campbel, Mr. Fran: Pear ſon; And in Nætember 
5 £ 22: Ann: 1659: Homologated and Subſcribed unto by Mr. Th: Lundie, 
1 Mr. Fa: Simpſon, Mr. Geo. Afurray, Mr. Robert Rule, Mr. Th: Hog, Mr: 
. Jh. Glaſs, Mr. Fa: Strachan, Ma. Gib. Menzies, Mr. Pat: Cunpbell 17 in 
© whole : By this time we think its plain, that this Faſt is appointed in an 
illegal manner, which was the firſt Reaſon of our Proteſting againſt it. So 
we come to the. „ io» „„ 5 
2d. Reaſon of our Diſſent; and that becauſe it is unlawful (7. e. Sinful) : 
_ Grounds or Cauſes (call them what ye will) for the which we refer the | 
Reader to the publick Proclamation, appointing the Faſt ; Two Cauſes are 
therein Generalized (ſo to ſpeak) To wit, ſomething to be Mourned for, 
and fomething to be prayed for: that to be Mourned for, is the bad Success 
of the laſt Campaign, which we take to be the Diſappointment at Thowlon, |} + 
and Defeat at Almanza: That to be prayed for, is further Succeſs to her | 
__ Majeſties Forces, and thoſe of her Allies: Both which to be unlawful, I 7 
prove thus, if the Confederacy and Aſſociation be unlaw ful, then Mourning® ©} 

r their loſs and praying for their Succels,is allo unlawful ; But the preſent 
Confederacy with the Emperor and other Allies; groſs Idolaters and 
Bloody Perſecutors is alſo unlawful. Ergo. To mourn for their Misfortune or 
pray for their Succeſs, is unlawful. The Sequel of the Major is clear 

; our Prayers, Which ought to be both Penitential, and Peti- 
tiory muſt be right, not only as to the manner, i, e, Proceeding from a 
ſincere devout mind, with a Dependance upon the Meritorious Mediation 
of Chriſt, for Audience, Acceptance and Anſwer ; But alfo asto the matter 
That the Subject of our Prayer, or thing to be prayed for > Be agree- 
able to the Will of GOD, otherways we cannot pray in Faith; And what- 
ſoever is not of Faith, is Sin, and ſo cannot be accepted of, nor Anſwered 
© by God, Nay Praying, for that which is unlawful, is a moſt horrid ini- 
equity, it being a SolicitatingGOD.to do that which(as the Scripture Phraſe 
© js) his Soul abhores to do Contradictorys, and Act centrary to his own 
Nature. Which is Blaſphemous to think or iy; But I Judge 
the Minor is, That which will be moſt Queſtioned ; To wit, That 
this preſent Confederacy is unlawful; But I ſhall endeavour to confirm it 
thus; That which is prohibited by the Law of GOD, condemned and diſ- 
ed, in Examples ſtanding Regiſtrated in the Word of GOD, is un- 
But ſuch is this Confederacy, Ergo. I prove the Minor 8 
| | de- 
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feleracles with Idolaters are Prohibited in the Law of God, and Coademn- 
eddi in the Examples, Recorded in the Word of GOD for var Inſtraftion : 
But ſuch an one is this. Ergo. The Minor, No thinking Perſon, at leaſt 
no Proteſtant will deny, unleſs they be ſo Charitable, as to Judge Popery 
no Idolatry, or ſay, That the Emperor and the reſt of tie Confederats Ca- 
tegory, are no Papiſts, becauſe there is a Mntany fallen in betwixt 8 i 
re 


Limbs and Antichriſt their Head. The Major I prove, firft, by the exp 7 
Prohibition of Confederacy with Idolaters. 2aly, By inſtancing ſome Ex- A 
amples out of the Word of GOD, wherein ſuch Confederacies arè condemn- 


ed. 3aly. Reproofs for. 44h. Complaints of ſuch Confederacies; but hear 1 
note that theſe who Writ on this Subject, doth Diftinguiſh Covenants ort ß 
Confederacies. 1. Civil. 2: Sacred. 3. Mixed. i. e. Partly Civil, par x - = 


el 
Religious, the laſt two made with Perſons that are Idolaters; The be 
Writers upon the head hold unlawful > But this is not the Queft ion here, 
its to Civil Covenants : Then if they be ſuch as the Greeks call Spondai for 1 
Commerce or Peate; They are allowed by the Scriptures, ſuch the Vene: 
| ans have with the Turks, becauſe of the Vicinity : Such alſo the Chriſtian _ 
9 Emperors of old had with Pagazs ſometimes; And it was the Breach of 
ohne of them that GOD punithed, ſo ſignally on Uladiſiam King of Himga- 
. 25 but if they be ſuch as the Greeks call Symmachia a oyning in Military 
Ex 


Expedition, making one common cauſe, of this is the queſtion; and ta 
pProve it, 1laduce. firit the expreſs Prohibition in the Scripture. Exod: 34: 2 


12: © Take heed to thy ſelf, leaſt thou mike a Covenant with the Inhabi- 
*<tants of the Land, whither thou goeſt, leaſt it be for a ſnare in the midſſt _ 
of thee where God forbad the Jrazlites upon their higheſt peril, to make 2 


got only Religious, but alſoCivil Covenants with the Cananits, and conju- +. 
gal Covenants. verſe 16. As Junmus noteth upon the place, the fame we' _ © 
have Exod. 23. 32. Thou ſhall make no Covenant with them, nor with = 
<< their Gods, i. e. Thou ſhalt not engage thy ſelf to the People, or to thei g.. 
< Gols. Dent. 7. 2. Fudg. 2. T, 2. And leaſt it ſhould be thought that hi Mi 


<is meant, only "of the feven Nations enumerat, Deut. 7. The fam MM 
Ia is expreſt, or interpret of four other Nations, 1 Kngs 11. 1, 2. Tha 4 
it is to be underſtood generally againſt Confederacies with Idolaters, an _ 
the Reaſon of the Law being Moral and perpetual (to wit, danger of enſnar- = 
ing the People of Gol )it binds us as well as them. 24ly. From Condemned, 
and diſallowed Examples; As © A/2 his Covenant with Benhadad, _* * . 
© + Ciron. 16. from the beginning to the7v. We have Aſa his inviting 
© Benhaaad King of Aſſyria to aid him in the Expedition againſt Hrael, ar 12 * * * 
© his acceptance thereof, and omplyance thetewith,, and the ſucceſs of bon 8 
© therein, from the 7thto the 10th. We have A/a Rebuked for his Sin 
ein ſo doing, which three Yerks, becauſe they both confirm the — — 
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©, © the Seer came to Aſa 
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clearly and convincingly,” and ſolve Objections commonly raiſe} againft 

© this Opinion, I „ 1 8 fit here to inſert v. 7. And at this time Hanam 
ſa King of Juda, and ſaid unto him, becauſe thou 

* haſt relyed on the King of Sria, and not relyed to the Lord thy God, 

© therefore is the Hoſt of the King of A ſyria eſcaped out of thy hand. ver. 

© were not the Etheopians and Lubims an huge Hoſt with very many Cha- 

© riots and Horſemen, yet becauſe thou did rely upon the Lord, he did de- 


liver them into thine hand, v. g. For the eyes of the Lord run to and fro _ | 


· throughout the whole Earth, to ſhew. himſelf ſtrong in them, whoſe 


heart is perfect towards him, herein thou haſt done fooliſhly, therefore 


© from henceforth, thou ſhalt have Warrs, See Achabs Covenant with 


—— © Benhadad. 1 Kings 20. 32. To the end, Fehoſophar with Ahab hath the _ 
-» fame Cenſure, ' he kept himſelf free of 's Idolatry, and Ahab + 
i © ſemed to have been penitent before he joined with him, his Relation to 
As him was very near, t. agg of both was an Infidel, the cauſe was go 
* © to recover a City of refuge, e manner of his proceedin Was , 10U0s | 
RE © conſulting the Prophets, and 3 yet all this did not juſtify | 
13 Sthat Wickedneſs; related 2 Chron. 18. and reproved, 2 Chron, ig. 2. 
3.“ The many ad and ſharp Reproofs for ſuch Confederats prove the 
8 Game, © udges 2. 15 2 3-rm. 2- Hoſes 7,8. Nay, we ſhall find thar = 
A © fach Tranſactions are ſeldom or never Recorded in the Book of Gd. 
AS without a Reproof, or ſome greater mark of God's dre ans upon 
T tem, which doubtleſs are ſet as Beacons, that we may bewar of them. 
_— Lafll Complaints, Confeſſions, and Lamentations of the Lords Peos * ” 
rr ple Mourning over ſuch Confederacies demonſtrats them to be ſinful; 


© and unlawful, as Ezra. 9, 14. Pſal. 106. 35. All theſe Commands, Re- 
Evra 1 . N - Mr ax our Learning, and de- 
: ap ſeriouſly will! 91004 


ſufficiently ſcare all the Fearers 'to join in 


© ſee more on this head, and Objections againſt what hath been faid, and 
© Anſwers thereto by Mr. Gilleſpie and Mr. Binning concerning the head of 


6 confederacy with the Enemies of God, directly or undirectly, formally, or in- 
_ terpretivly for fear of partaking of their Sins, and ſharin of their Plagn A 


